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1 September 2026 

 
FOR : Ship Owners, Ship Managers, Ship Operators, Ship Masters, Ship Officers and Recognized Organizations 
 
SUBJECT: 2026 Guidelines for Ballast Water Management and Development of Ballast Water Management Plans (G4) 
 
 
REFERENCES : 
 
(a) International Convention for the Control and Management of Ships’ Ballast Water and Sediments, 2004. 
(b) IMO Resolution MEPC.409(84) – 2026 Guidelines for Ballast Water Management and development of Ballast Water 

Management Plans (G4), adopted on 1 May 2026. 
 
 
DEFINITION : 
 
The following abbreviations stand for: 
 
 “BWMP” – Ballast Water Management Plan. 
 “BWMS” – Ballast Water Management System. 
 “RO” – Recognized Organization duly authorized by the Administration in accordance with the IMO Code for Recognized 

Organizations (RO Code). 
 
The following terms shall mean: 
 “BWM Convention” – International Convention for the Control and Management of Ships’ Ballast Water and Sediments, 

2004, as amended. 
 “Administration” – Kiribati Ship Registry. 

 
 
APPLICATION: 
 
This Circular applies to the Administration, duly authorized ROs, and all Kiribati-flagged ships subject to the BWM Convention, 
including their owners, managers and Masters. 
 
 
PURPOSE : 
 
This circular serves to provide the 2026 Guidelines for Ballast Water Management and development of Ballast Water 
Management Plans (G4), which will replace the existing Guidelines for Ballast Water Management and development of Ballast 
Water Management Plans adopted by Resolution MEPC.127(53) and amended by Resolutions MEPC.306(73) and 
MEPC.370(80) when the amendments to the BWM Convention approved at MEPC 84 enter into force. 
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CONTENTS: 
 
Ballast water is essential to control trim, list, draught, stability, or stresses of the ship. However, ballast water may contain aquatic 
organisms or pathogens which, if introduced into the sea, including estuaries, or into freshwater courses, may create hazards to 
the environment, human health, property or resources, impair biological diversity or interfere with other legitimate uses of such 
areas. 
 
The selection of appropriate methods of ballast water management should take into account the need to ensure that ballast 
water management practices used to comply with this Convention do not cause greater harm than they prevent to the 
environment, human health, property or resources of any States and the safety of ships. 
 
The objectives of these Guidelines are to assist Governments, the appropriate authorities, ships masters, operators and owners, 
and port authorities, as well as other interested parties, in preventing, minimizing and ultimately eliminating the risk of introducing 
harmful aquatic organisms and pathogens from ships' ballast water and associated sediments while protecting ships' safety in 
applying the International Convention for the Control and Management of Ships' Ballast Water and Sediments. 
 
These Guidelines consist of two parts: 
 
Part A – "Guidelines for ballast water management", which contains guidance on the general principles of ballast water 
management; and 
 
Part B – "Guidelines for the development of Ballast Water Management Plans", which contains guidance on the structure and 
content of Ballast Water Management Plans required by Regulation B-1 of the Convention. 
 
BALLAST WATER MANAGEMENT PLAN: 
 
1. Shipowners/managers and ROs are encouraged to apply the 2026 Guidelines as soon as practicable when preparing or 

revising BWMPs. 
2. The BWMP should be ship-specific and approved by an authorized RO, as applicable. It should be kept on board, available 

for inspection and written in the working language of the ship. If that language is not English, French or Spanish, a translation 
into one of those languages should be provided. 

3. The BWMP should be reviewed and updated as necessary, including when any installed BWMS is upgraded or retrofitted. 
Changes to the provisions of the BWMP require approval by the Administration or a duly authorized RO, as applicable. 

4. The revised Guidelines also address, as applicable, BWMS type-approval status; maintenance procedures and schedules; 
safe ballast water exchange including partially treated and/or non-neutralized ballast water; contingency measures; 
challenging water quality conditions; temporary storage of treated sewage and/or grey water in ballast water tanks; ballast 
water sampling arrangements; reporting requirements; and designation of the officer in charge. 

 
 
Please refer to the attached IMO Resolution MEPC.409(84) for further detailed guidance. The Administration encourages the 
application of the 2026 Guidelines as soon as possible. The existing MEPC.370 (80) G4 Guidelines will be revoked when the 
related amendments to the BWM Convention approved at MEPC 84 enter into force. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Deputy Registrar 
Kiribati Ship Registry 

 
 




































